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Be e r company hos ts tourname nt to ﬁs h out plas tic in me xico

BEER COMPANY HOSTS TOURNAMENT TO FISH OUT PLASTIC IN
MEXICO
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In merely four hours, over 60 ﬁshermen on 30 boats removed 2.9 tonnes of
plastic from the ocean
Spotted: The Gulf of Mexico hosts some of the highest concentrations of marine plastic in the
world according to a study by Louisiana State University. AB Inbev beer brand Corona recently held
a Plastic Fishing contest in Mexico to highlight the county’s issue with plastic pollution.
The tournament was carried out in partnership with local recycling company México Recicla,
environmental organisation MazConCiencia, and New York agency We Believer. Held in June, the
tournament took place in Mazatlán, a Mexican resort town in the state of Sinaloa.
The tournament challenged local ﬁshermen to retrieve plastic from the Paciﬁc Ocean in exchange
for cash prizes. In just four hours, over 60 ﬁshermen on 30 boats were able to remove 2.9 tonnes of
plastic from the channel between Isla de la Piedra and the Urías estuary, an area heavily impacted by
tourism.
First place was awarded to a boat that collected 319 kilograms of waste and received €639, while
second and third places received €426 and €230 respectively. Everyone that participated
was given a medal and vouchers for cleaning utensils made from recycled materials.
The plastic retrieved from the ocean is being recycled by México Recicla, a recycling centre with an
important mission of its own. The centre is based in Ecatepec, a municipality in Meixco with the
highest rate of femicides in the country. Around 60 per cent of their employees are women, with
the aim of empowering their employees through economic independence.

Together with Corona, the partnership has collected more than 5 million kilograms of plastic since
December 2020.
Written By: Katrina Lane
Explore more: Food and Drink | Retail | Sustainability
4th October 2021
Email: contacto@mexicorecicla.com
Website: gmexicorecicla.com/proyectos

Takeaway:
It is estimated that each family in Mexico City disposes of 650 single-use plastic bags per
year. The public is becoming increasingly aware of the impact that plastic waste has on
biodiversity. Mexican ﬁshermen are reporting a decrease in both the quantity and size of ﬁsh in
recent years. Hopefully, Corona’s eﬀ orts will inspire ﬁshermen to turn to plastic as a source of
income, giving ﬁsh a breather and cleaning the ocean too.

