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FIRST-EVER 'CARBON-POSITIVE' PACKAGING MADE FROM CORK
FASHION & BEAUTY

New packaging from the cosmetic company Lush is made from cork instead
of plastic
Spotted: The British natural-cosmetic company Lush has developed what may be the ﬁrst-ever
“carbon-positive” packaging. The new packaging is made from cork instead of plastic.
Lush recently received its ﬁrst order of 6,000 cork pots and aims to purchase an additional half a
million more in the next year. Lush has also established ethical standards during the transportation
process, bringing the pots to the UK by boat to reduce its carbon footprint. Moreover, to obtain the
cork, Lush is only supporting forests that are part of regeneration programmes.
Not only is cork biodegradable, but it also comes from bark, which is harvested every ten years and
does not require cutting down trees during the process. Additionally, to produce cork, more trees
have to be planted, meaning more C02 has to be absorbed from the atmosphere. By encouraging
the planting of trees, Lush’s packaging aims to go beyond carbon-neutral to be “carbon-positive.”
Until now, the company’s packaging has mainly consisted of reusable aluminum tins and pots made
from recycled plastic. According to Lush, 9 kg of CO2 is released for every kg of aluminium created,
while one kg of CO2 is isolated for every cork pot. In addition to having a low carbon footprint, cork
is anti-bacterial, water-resistant, strong and can even be composted.
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Takeaway:
Every year, over 120 billion units of packaging is produced by the global cosmetic industry. If this
trend continues, landﬁlls will receive 12 billion tonnes of plastic by 2050, which is the equivalent
to 890 million Big Ben towers. The United Nations has declared the situation a "planetary
emergency," with no industry exempt from being reviewed, including beauty.

