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MODULAR SUNGLASSES MADE FROM RAPESEED OIL
RETAIL

The sunglasses oﬀer a modular system with rims that can be easily
swapped so that customers can avoid buying multiple pairs
Spotted: Reports have been made that sunglasses are becoming the new handbags of
fashion, with each person in North America owning at least three pairs of sunglasses and some
fashion-savvy customers up to 20 pairs. As for most products, as the demand for sunglasses
increases, more waste will be produced. London-based sustainable eyewear brand Team Wires is
on a mission to prevent this, with a pair of sunglasses that are said to last a lifetime and that have
been designed so that you only ever need one pair.
Team Wires’ new range of “Forever Wires” modular sunglasses oﬀ er removable rims that can be
changed to match the day’s outﬁt or event. As its name suggests, wires form the basis of the
glasses, which are handmade in Italy with patented invisible hinge technology.
The material used for the rims is bio-based and made from rapeseed oil and stainless steel
wire. The rims are 3D-printed with a nylon polymer made mostly out of Castor oil. By using bionylons, Team Wires said they strive to reduce the demand for petroleum-based plastics –
which according to the company accounts for 4 per cent of all oil used globally. Moreover, no screws
are used in the hinges allowing for maximum simplicity and reduced waste.
According to the company “3D printing is ‘additive’ manufacturing, which describes a process that
only consumes the precise material it needs to form a product. Layer by layer, our rims are gradually
built up from a bio-powder. The powder that’s not used is then gathered up and re-used in the next
print run, therefore the production is zero waste”.

The campaign is live on Kickstarter with pledges available at $164 (roughly €97,87). If the required
pledge goal is reached, worldwide shipping is expected to be available around February 2022.
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Takeaway:
According to research carried out last year, the global Sunglasses market size is forecast to
reach $40789.82 million in 2027, an increase of 8.6% from the already $29330 million
(€24867.29) in 2020. With millions of sunglasses bought every year, it also means that millions
are also discarded each year. Forever Wires' new modular concept presents a solution, which
while may not make the industry as much money, is certainly more sustainable for the planet
and customers' wallets.

