BeeOdiversity partners with beekeepers to collect samples of pollen and nectar from large areas | Photo
source Boris Smokrovic on Unsplash
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A start-up is using bees to collect analysis samples which can be used to
improve biodiversity
Spotted: Belgian start-up, BeeOdiversity, is using bees to help agriculture businesses integrate
biodiversity into their activities. The company uses a variety of methods, including using bees to
sample the local environment and bring back pollen samples to the company for analysis.
BeeOdiversity partners with beekeepers to collect samples of pollen and nectar from large areas.
The company then analyses the sample to identify air and soil pollution, such as the presence of
pesticides. The sample analysis can also alert the company as to whether there is a lack of plant
biodiversity in a particular area. Based on the bee-enabled analysis, the company can develop
strategies and mechanisms to enhance the quality of the aﬀ ected agricultural products and
services.
BeeOdiversity then helps to implement measures that restore biodiversity and animal well-being, or
that limit industrial pollution. They can also recommend the best practices in maintaining biodiversity,
landscaping options to improve employee well-being, can place bee colonies and bug hotels on-site,
and can help companies to communicate their biodiversity credentials and commitment.
For example, the Belgian town of Knokke-Heist partnered with BeeOdiversity to improve the wellbeing of its environment and citizens. According to Knokke-Heist mayor, Leopold Lippens, “Our
partnership with BeeOdiversity allowed us to deﬁne and implement a strategy that enhances
biodiversity and includes a host of players to great success!” The partnership also helped KnokkeHeist to be crowned Flanders’ most bee-friendly town.

BeeOdiversity is far from alone in focusing on the role of bees in biodiversity. Innovations spotted by
Springwise include a plan to use bees to sustainably deliver fungicide and a Dutch city that has
turned bus stops into ‘bee stops’.
9th March 2020
Website: beeodiversity.com/en
Contact: beeodiversity.com/en/testimoniales

Takeaway:
According to a recent report from the UN’s Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, biodiversity is “declining globally at rates unprecedented
in human history”. One leading indicator of this decline is the rapid rate at which bee populations
themselves are declining. However, the report also points out that it is not too late to make a
diﬀ erence. Projects like those developed by BeeOdiversity may help to reverse this decline by
raising awareness of the problem and by providing new habitats for bees and other animals. So
far, BeeOdiversity is active in seven countries and has more than 100 clients. A good start.

